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The Federal Electoral Tribunal (TFE) overturned the results of elections for two seats in the federal
Chamber of Deputies and the mayor's office in Monterrey, allowing members of opposition parties
to claim those posts from the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). All three elections in
question took place on Aug. 21, the same day as the federal presidential elections.
According to rulings by the TFE, there was enough clear evidence of serious voting irregularities
in districts in Jalisco and Michoacan states to throw out the results for two local elections to the
Chamber of Deputies. In the case of Michoacan, the seat in District III was awarded to Democratic
Revolution Party (PRD) candidate Froylan Velazquez Hernandez. The same was the case in Jalisco
state, where National Action Party (PAN) candidate Horacio Gutierrez Bravo was awarded the seat
in the Chamber of Deputies, representing District VII.
In the Monterrey mayoral election, the TFE annulled results in 42 precincts, which effectively
overturned the narrow victory of PRI mayor-elect Jorge Manjarrez and instead awarded the post to
PAN candidate Jesus Hinojosa Tijerina. Because of the TFE decision, federal authorities increased
protection for Hinojosa given wide-spread concern that the PAN candidate could face attacks from
PRI supporters angered by the Electoral Tribunal's decision.
In an interview with La Jornada daily newspaper on Sept. 23, PRI president Ignacio Pichardo Pagaza
said the party would abide by the decision of the TFE. At the same time, he lamented the fact that
PRI supporters in Monterrey did not ask for a review of the results of precincts won by the PAN.
Other PRI officials were less conciliatory than Pichardo, accusing President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari's administration and president-elect Ernesto Zedillo of forging a "political deal" with the
PAN through which that party would accept the validity of the federal elections in exchange for
allowing the PAN victory in Monterrey.
PAN secretary general Felipe Calderon pointed out that the TFE would not have considered
the charges of fraud in Monterrey seriously if PAN supporters had not taken to the streets to
demonstrate against the PRI. "When the results were against us, we were accused of contriving a
deal," Calderon told the New York Times. "The same people now say that we are contriving a deal
because our victory has been recognized."
The TFE's decisions are expected to provide a strong impetus to opposition parties in upcoming
state elections in Veracruz, Tabasco, and Jalisco state. The PRD is expected to do well in Veracruz
and Tabasco states during elections in November, while the PAN is given a strong chance of
winning the Jalisco governorship in February. Still, despite the TFE's favorable decisions in Jalisco,
Michoacan, and Monterrey, the Tribunal ruled against complaints by the PAN and/or the PRD for
a number of federal Chamber of Deputies seats in Sinaloa, Sonora, Jalisco, Michoacan, and Nayarit
states.
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According to the TFE, in those places there was not enough evidence to justify overturning the
results. In addition, two other high-profile claims of electoral fraud remain unresolved. One involves
the mayoral election in Hermosillo, Sonora state, where the PAN accuses the PRI of committing
massive fraud to steal the election.

Chiapas complaint unresolved
The more prominent dispute is over the governorship of Chiapas state, which the PRD claims was
won by its candidate Amado Avendano, but stolen by Eduardo Robledo of the PRI. In fact, the PRD
has vowed not to let Robledo take office as scheduled on Dec. 8, 1994. In a column in La Jornada on
Sept. 24, political columnist Ricardo Aleman suggested that the PRI may be forced to eventually give
in to the PRD in Chiapas. "Robledo's position is not safe, since he could be sacrificed at any moment
by the PRI, especially if his forfeiture of the governor's post is a condition presented by the EZLN for
peace," Aleman said.
In the meantime, members of the State Council of Indigenous and Campesino Organizations
(Consejo Estatal de Organizaciones Indigenas y Campesinas, CEIOC) who staged a series of civil
disobedience actions to protest the declaration of Robledo as governor continued negotiations
with interim Chiapas governor Javier Lopez Moreno to cease the takeover of lands in exchange
for a promise to address issues of land tenure. The two sides were negotiating the release of
CEIOC members imprisoned because of the takeovers in exchange for an end to blockades of
highways, and schools. As part of the actions of civil disobedience to protest alleged fraud in the
Aug. 21 gubernatorial elections in Chiapas, the CEOIC had occupied nine large banana and coffee
plantations and three cattle ranches. Among other protests, CEIOC groups also withheld payment of
taxes to state and federal governments.
In a related development, PRD, PAN, and PRI leaders in mid-September agreed in principle
to pursue reforms to the country's electoral system. However, as of the end of September, the
leaders of the three parties Porfirio Munoz Ledo of the PRD, Carlos Castillo Peraza of the PAN, and
Ignacio Pichardo Pagaza of the PRI had not reached agreement on how to proceed with the reform
discussions, which the PRD is widely credited for proposing. Nevertheless, the decision in principle
to hold the talks coincides with the promise by president-elect Zedillo to vigorously pursue a reform
of the PRI.
In essence, Zedillo is proposing to separate the government from the party. This would involve
the removal of the Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE) from control of the
Interior Secretariat (Secretaria de Gobernacion), and would allow a party consensus rather than the
sitting president to select the presidential candidate. Zedillo appointed attorney and political analyst
Jesus Reyes Heroles to draft a document to gradually implement the changes he is seeking. Reyes
is due to finalize his report by the middle of November. However, political observers suggest the
success of this effort will depend on whether Zedillo is able to convince party supporters and other
factions to accept the proposal. For example, a political column in Uno Mas Uno daily newspaper
suggested that PRI governors may block efforts to strip them of their power, which has until now
allowed them a major say in state elections.
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In addition, agricultural organizations and labor groups suggest the PRI's proposal could weaken
their power base. For example, labor leader Jose Ramirez Gamero warned that a "lack of respect for
traditional party organizations would cause dispersion, division, and weakness."

Congressional leaders chosen
In other political news, two of the three parties have announced their party leaders in the expanded
Senate. Leading the delegation of 96 PRI members in the Senate will be former PRI president and
deputy Fernando Ortiz Arana of Queretaro state. Arana was chosen over former deputy Maria de los
Angeles Moreno and former foreign minister Fernando Solana, both of whom were elected this year
as senators representing Mexico City.
Meantime, the parliamentary leader of the PAN in the Senate, will be Gabriel Jimenez Remus, who
was previously coordinator of the PAN delegation in the Chamber of Deputies. Jimenez replaced
Diego Fernandez de Cevallos in that role after the latter resigned the post to run for the presidency.
In the Senate, Jimenez will lead a delegation of 25 PAN senators, including Jose Angel Conchello of
Mexico City, former party leader Luis H. Alvarez of Chihuahua, and incumbent Hector Teran of Baja
California, who was elected in 1991.
The PRD is widely expected to name Heberto Castillo of Veracruz as coordinator of its eightmember delegation in the Senate, which includes Irma Serrano of Chiapas, Cristobal Arias Solis of
Michoacan, and Felix Salgado Macedonio of Guerrero.
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